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Tips and Tricks for Proper
Colon Use

A colon is a punctuation mark that is used to
divide a sentence. The colon resembles two dots
positioned vertically (:). The colon has a variety of

uses, some of which include introducing a list,
introducing an explanation, introducing a quote,

and connecting two related sentences.
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1. In which of the following sentences is a colon used correctly?

a) My favorite colors are red, blue, green, and: purple.

b) The following items are needed for the recipe: eggs, flour, milk, and butter.

Answer: B

2. Which of the following sentences correctly uses a colon to introduce a list?

a) She had a lot of hobbies: dancing, reading, and swimming.

b) We had a great time at the beach: we played frisbee and swam in the ocean.

Answer: A

3. Which of the following sentences correctly uses a colon to link two related clauses?

a) The car wouldn't start: the battery was dead.

b) She loves to dance: ballet is her favorite type of dance.

Answer: A

4. Which of the following sentences correctly uses a colon to introduce a quotation?

a) He said: "I don't like ice cream."

b) My favorite quote is: "To be or not to be, that is the question."

Answer: B

5. Which of the following sentences uses lowercase after a colon correctly?

a) She had three goals for the year: travel, save money, and exercise more.

b) The colors of the flag are red, white, and blue: blue represents freedom.

Answer: A
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6. Which of the following sentences correctly uses a colon to introduce a list?

a) I have many interests such as: playing basketball, reading books, and going to the gym.

b) The following cities are included in our tour: Paris, Berlin, and the Netherlands.

Answer: B

7. In which of the following sentences is a colon used correctly?

a) The weather was perfect: sunny, hot, and humid.

b) My favorite fruits are: apples, bananas, and oranges.

Answer: B

8. Which of the following sentences correctly uses a colon to introduce an explanation or

elaboration?

a) She was tired after the long day: her work had been tough.

b) He was excited about his birthday party: he was turning 30.

Answer: A

9. Which of the following sentences correctly uses a colon to introduce a quotation?

a) The teacher asked: "What is the answer to question number five?"

b) My favorite poem is: "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening."

Answer: B

10. Which of the following sentences correctly uses a colon to link two related clauses?

a) He made a mistake: he forgot to check the locks before he went to sleep.

b) The movie was boring: we left before the interval through.

Answer: A
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